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The Pre-K program at Saint John School provides a means whereby parents can have their children educated in a Catholic and caring atmosphere.  The spiritual, emotional, intellectual, physical and social growth of the young child is addressed in a developmentally appropriate setting.

Our curriculum includes religion, music, art, games, story telling, fine motor and gross motor activities, self-help skills, academic readiness lessons, calendar time, nutrition and hygiene education and enrichment activities.  Lessons are planned using Pennsylvania Pre-K standards.
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Program Options

Three Year Old Program–Tuesday and Thursday 

(8:30–11:00)

Four Year Old Program-Monday, Wednesday and Friday (8:30-11:00) or (11:45-2:15)

Children must be 3 years/4 years of age before September 1 of the school year they are to attend.
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Three Year Program-September through     May $95 per month

Four Year Old Program-September through May $115 per month

Tuition payments are due in the Director’s office on the first Monday/Tuesday of each month.  Please use the payment booklet enclosing the stub and check in an envelope marked with the child’s name.

A completed application along with a non- refundable $35 registration fee is due to assure a child’s placement in the program. 
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Calendar

School begins after Labor Day and is not in session over Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter breaks.  Other non-school days will be listed on the yearly and monthly calendars.
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Our learning areas are located on the first floor in the west wing of the school.  The porch entrance is used at the 8:30 arrival time and 11:00 dismissal time for the AM class and 11:45 and 2:15 respectively for the PM class.

Parents may park for a few minutes along Bishop Street or use the church parking lot at arrival and dismissal times.  Please be mindful that there is a driveway by the school that cannot be blocked at anytime.

If someone other than a parent is to pick up a child, then a note from the parent is necessary stating the change.  Persons unknown to the staff will be asked to show photo identification.

Absence

Please call the school office (355-7859) by 8:45 AM if your child will be absent.  This will help us to avoid a delay in starting the day as well as to provide a safety check on your child’s whereabouts.
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Please keep your child at home when any of the following symptoms of illness are present: flushed face, fever, chills, green or yellow mucus discharge from the nose, coughing and sneezing, diarrhea, sore throat, watering eyes or pink eye, earache, drowsiness/listlessness, swollen glands, vomiting, headache and rash.  Also, cuts that do not have a scab must be covered with a bandage at all times.  If a child becomes ill at school, we will call the parent and ask that they come get the child as soon as possible.  We do keep extra clothing on hand in case of a bathroom accident.
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Medications

If your child needs to take medication at school, we must have a written request from the doctor and the medication must be sent to  school in the prescription container with the dosage and administration  times attached.  (This includes over-the- counter items.)  Inhalers must be sent with very clear directions as to when and how to administer them.  
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School Delays and Closings
Should it be necessary for our school to close due to inclement weather, the announcement will be made over radio stations WBLF and WRSC.  TV Channel 4 will carry closing and cancellations as well.  If schools in the Bellefonte Area School District are closed because of weather conditions, then St. John Pre-K program will also be closed.

The schedule for 1 or 2 hour delays is as follows:

M-W-F AM and T-TH class  1 hr. delay (9:30-11:00)

M-W-F  AM and T-TH class 2 hr. delay (NO SCHOOL)

M-W-F  PM class 2 hr. delay (11:45-2:15)


Visitors

In order to avoid strangers being present in the building, all visitors who use the Main Entrance with the buzzer system must report to the office upon entering the building. When using the Pre-K entrance, please ring the doorbell.     


Clothing and Supplies

Comfortable play clothes that your child can manage with minimal help after using the bathroom are a good choice for preschool.  Please no belts, body suits, or one piece outfits with many buttons unless your child is skilled at doing these  independently.

Your child will need a backpack and a lunch box.  Please check to see that the backpack is large enough to allow for the lunch box to be easily put in and taken out by your child.


Toys

Unless we have specifically requested for an item to be brought to school, we ask that personal toys remain at home.  We wish to avoid situations in which toys are lost or broken.

Snacks

At snack time we say/sing a blessing and model appropriate table manners.  Due to known and unknown food allergies in the class, we ask that each parent provide a drink and a healthy snack each day for their child.  If possible, we would like the snacks sent in a plastic lunch box that opens flat so that the children may use the lid as a tray.  When spills occur, this keeps laps dry and children happy.  We do encourage children to pour and open things when it is feasible.  Another style of lunch box is acceptable if the child is comfortable using it. 


Birthdays

Birthday treats are welcome for birthdays that occur during the school year or on the summer birthday treat day.  Please speak with the teacher prior to bringing in any treats.  In our experience, we have found that novelty shaped cookies, finger Jello, pretzels, ice cream cups, snack mixes, mini muffins and popcorn are very popular and acceptable items.  We ask that you do not send cake or cupcakes.

Church Services

Students in the Four year old program will be attending the school children’s Mass on selected Wednesdays and special occasions that occur on school days.  On these occasions the children in the afternoon class will be asked to attend in the morning class time instead of their usual time.


Field Trips

Pre-K field trips are usually local and within walking distance of the school.  A permission slip is required to be signed and returned to school before a child will be permitted to go on the trip.  If a planned trip is outside of walking distance, then parents will be asked to transport their child to and from the location.  Parents are welcomed to stay on trips that require them to provide transportation or they can chose to return at the prearranged time.  Due to liability concerns, siblings cannot attend these trips. 

Fundraisers

St. John School and St. John Home and School Association conduct various fundraisers.  

The Scrip Program is one of the main fundraisers for St. John School.  Scrip certificates are gift certificates purchased here at school to be used at Weis Markets, Giant, Bonfatto’s, Brother’s Pizza and Bellefonte Wok.  The money that you would normally spend at these stores is spent as a gift certificate rather than as cash or a check. Every time your family shops at one of these stores using our gift cards, the school receives a percentage of your purchase from the merchant, ranging from 5% to 15%...at no extra charge to you! You receive the full face value of the certificate. Information is sent home at the beginning of each school year detailing this program.  Your support of this fundraiser is very important and greatly appreciated.

We also offer Scrip certificates from national merchants during the months of October through May.  Information about this seasonal opportunity to support Scrip is available in the school office.

Our school receives cash for every Box Top for Education label clipped from General Mills products.  Please send these labels to school with your child or place them in the marked container on the red shelf in the Pre-K hallway.

Campbell’s for Education labels are also collected and redeemed for various school materials. These can be sent to school with your student or placed in the labeled container on the red shelf in the Pre-K hallway.

The Scrip Program, Box Tops for Education, and Campbell’s for Education  program are easy and convenient ways to support  our school financially.  
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